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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
TRANSMITTING CHANNEL STATE
INFORMATION IN A WIRELESS
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is the National Stage filing under 35
U.S.C. 371 of International Application No. PCT/KR2010/
004765, filed on Jul. 21, 2010, which claims the benefit of
earlier filing date and right of priority to Korean Application
No. 10-2009-0096212, filed on Oct. 9, 2009, and also claims
the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 61/327,
075, filed on Apr. 22, 2010, 61/289,394, filed on Dec. 23,
2009, 61/264,839, filed on Nov. 30, 2009, and 61/227,074,
filed on Jul. 21, 2009, the contents of which are all incor-
porated by reference herein in their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a wireless communication
system, and more particularly, to an apparatus and method
for transmitting channel state information in a wireless
communication system.

BACKGROUND ART

In a 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) Long
Term Evolution (LTE) system, a User Equipment (UE)
connected to a Base Station (BS) measures the Reference
Signal Received Power (RSRP) of the BS, evaluates a
downlink channel state using the RSRP, and reports the
downlink channel state to the BS, periodically or in an
event-triggered manner. The downlink channel state infor-
mation (or downlink channel information) may include a
Channel Quality Indication (CQI), a Precoding Matrix Index
(PMI), and a Rank Indication (RI). The UE transmits all or
some of the CQI, PMI and RI according to transmission
mode.

The BS determines time and frequency resources and a
Modulation and Coding Scheme (MCS) for data transmis-
sion to the UE based on the received downlink channel state
information.

The CQI is determined based on the quality of a signal
received at the UE. In general, the CQI is determined based
on the measurement of a Reference Signal (RS) received at
the UE.

The UE may report the channel state information peri-
odically (periodic reporting), or aperiodically upon request
of the BS (aperiodic reporting).

In case of aperiodic reporting, when the BS requests
reporting of channel state information to the UE, the UE
transmits the channel state information to the BS on a
Physical Uplink Shared CHannel (PUSCH).

In case of periodic reporting, when the BS notifies the UE
of a transmission period of channel state information and a
transmission offset for use in the transmission period, the UE
transmits channel state information on a Physical Uplink
Control CHannel (PUCCH) during the transmission period.
If there is uplink data to be transmitted together with the
channel state information in a subframe, the UE may trans-
mit both the channel state information and the data on a
PUSCH.

Depending on CQI feedback types and PMI feedback
types, four reporting modes are available for periodic report-
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2

ing. Table 1 below illustrates the four periodic reporting
modes of channel state information.

TABLE 1
PMI Feedback Type
No PMI Single PMI
PUCCH CQI Wideband(wideband ~ Mode 1-0 Mode 1-1
Feedback Type CQI)
UE Mode 2-0 Mode 2-1
Selected(subband
QD

The CQI feedback types are WideBand (WB) CQI and
SubBand (SB) CQI, and the PMI feedback types are No PMI
and Single PMI depending on whether a PMI is transmitted
or not. A WB CQI refers to the CQI of a total frequency band
available to the UE, whereas an SB CQI refers to the CQI
of part of the total frequency band. The UE may or may not
transmit a PMI to the BS. The UE may receive information
about a transmission period and offset of channel state
information by higher-layer signaling (Radio Resource Con-
trol (RRC) signaling).

FIG. 1 illustrates a method for transmitting channel infor-
mation at a UE, when a transmission period and offset of
channel state information is 5 and 1, respectively.

Referring to FIG. 1, if the transmission period of channel
state information is 5, the UE transmits channel state infor-
mation in every 5 subframes. For a transmission offset of 1,
the transmission of the channel state information starts in the
first subframe counted from subframe O in an ascending
order of subframe indexes, that is, in subframe 1. Thus, the
UE transmits the channel state information on a PUCCH in
subframes 1 and 6.

Specifically, the UE transmits an average CQI of sub-
frames 1 to 5 or the CQI of any of subframes 1 to 5 in
subframe 6. Or the UE may transmit an average CQI of an
arbitrary period selected from subframes 1 to 5.

The indexes of subframes are given as combinations of
the number of system frames, of and the indexes of 20 slots
per system frame, ns. Since one subframe includes two slots,
the index of a subframe may be expressed as 10xn+floor
(ns/2).

The UE transmits only a WB CQI or both a WB CQI and
an SB CQI. FIG. 2 illustrates resources along a frequency
axis.

Referring to FIG. 2, a total frequency band includes 16
Resource Blocks (RBs). The total frequency band is divided
into two Bandwidth Parts (BPs), each BP having two SBs.
Thus, each SB includes four RBs. The number of BPs and
the size of each SB depend on the number of RBs included
in a system frequency band, and the number of SBs per BP
is determined according to the number of RBs, the number
of BPs, and the size of each SB.

In a CQI feedback type of transmitting both a WB CQI
and an SB CQI, the WB CQI is first transmitted in a CQI
transmission subframe, the CQI of an SB in the better state
between SBO and SB1 in BPO is transmitted in the second
CQI transmission subframe, and the CQI of an SB in the
better state between SBO and SB1 in BP1 is transmitted in
the third CQI transmission subframe.

Specifically, the CQIs of the two BPs are sequentially
transmitted after transmission of the WB CQI. During the
time interval between two subframes carrying WB CQls, the
CQIs of the BPs may be sequentially transmitted once to
four times. For example, if the CQI of each BP CQI is



US 9,491,648 B2

3

transmitted once during the time interval between two
subframes carrying WB CQIs, CQIs are transmitted in the
order of WB CQI, BP0 CQI, BP1 CQI, and WB CQL. If the
CQI of each BP CQI is transmitted four times during the
time interval between two subframes carrying WB CQlIs,
CQIs are transmitted in the order of WB CQI, BP0 CQI, BP1
CQI, BP0 CQI, BP1 CQI, BP0 CQI, BP1 CQI, BP0 CQ]I,
BP1 CQI, and WB CQL

FIG. 3 illustrates a case where both a WB CQI and an SB
CQI are transmitted.

In the illustrated case of FIG. 3, a CQI transmission period
is 5, a CQI transmission offset is 1, and the CQI of each BP
is transmitted once during the time interval between two
subframes carrying WB CQlIs.

The number of sequential transmissions of the CQI of
each BP between two subframes carrying WB CQIs is
indicated by higher-layer signaling.

If a PMI is also transmitted, a PMI and a CQI are
transmitted together. In the presence of a PUSCH to carry
uplink data in a transmission subframe, the PMI and the CQI
are transmitted along with data on the PUSCH.

With regards to RI transmission, the BS notifies the UE of
a transmission period of an RI and an offset for the trans-
mission period. The transmission period of an RI is given as
a multiple number of the transmission period of a WB CQI,
and the RI transmission offset is a value relative to a CQI
transmission offset. For example, if a CQI transmission
offset is 1 and an RI transmission offset is 0, the CQI and the
RI have an identical offset. The RI transmission offset is 0
or a negative-signed value.

FIG. 4 illustrates a case where an RI transmission period
being a multiple of a WB CQI transmission period is 1 and
an RI transmission offset is -1.

Because the RI transmission period is one multiple of the
WB CQI transmission period, the RI transmission period is
equal to the WB CQI transmission period. Given an RI offset
of -1, an RI is transmitted in subframe 0 in FIG. 3.

Heterogeneous systems with various types of small base
stations such as relays and femtocells as well as legacy BSs
have recently been discussed. Inter-cell coordinating com-
munication such as simultaneous transmission of a signal to
a single UE from a plurality of coordinating BSs or sus-
pended transmission of neighbor cells to reduce interference
at a cell boundary is another recent study area. In a hetero-
geneous system or inter-cell cooperative communication, a
UE may experience an interfering link whose configuration
and state may greatly change in time and frequency.

However, the conventional method for transmitting chan-
nel state information degrades system performance because
a UE measures channel quality along the time and frequency
axes with no regard to an interfering link and reports the
channel quality to a BS.

DISCLOSURE

Technical Problem

An object of the present invention devised to solve the
problem lies on a UE apparatus for transmitting channel
state information in a wireless communication system.

Another object of the present invention devised to solve
the problem lies on a method for transmitting channel state
information in a wireless communication system.

It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the art that the
objects that could be achieved with the present invention are
not limited to what has been particularly described herein-
above and the above and other objects that the present
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invention could achieve will be more clearly understood
from the following detailed description taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings.

Technical Solution

The object of the present invention can be achieved by
providing a method for transmitting channel state informa-
tion at a UE in a wireless communication system, including
measuring a channel state based on a level of interference
caused by one or more neighbor cells, generating channel
state information for each of a plurality of resource regions
divided according to a predefined rule using the measured
channel state and offset values received from a serving BS,
the offset values being set for the each resource region, and
transmitting the generated channel state information to the
serving BS.

The offset values may be used for calculating a ratio of a
Physical Downlink Shared CHannel (PDSCH) Energy Per
Resource Element (EPRE) to a Common Reference Signal
(CRS) EPRE in a specific resource region unit.

The predefined rule is based on the level of interference
caused by the one or more neighbor cells or a coordination
scheme between BSs.

The each resource region may be one of a subframe unit,
a resource block unit, a subband unit, and a component
carrier unit.

The offset values may be different for the each resource
region.

The offset values may be different for the periodic and
aperiodic channel state information reporting modes.

The offset values may be received from the serving BS by
higher-layer signaling.

In another aspect of the present invention, provided herein
is a UE apparatus for transmitting channel state information
in a wireless communication system, including a channel
state measurement module for measuring a channel state
based on a level of interference caused by one or more
neighbor cell, a channel state information generation module
for generating channel state information for each of a
plurality of resource regions using the measured channel
state and offset values received from a serving BS, the offset
values being set for the each resource region, and a trans-
mission module for transmitting the generated channel state
information to the serving BS.

Advantageous Effects

According to exemplary embodiments of the present
invention, a UE reports channel state information about a
plurality of time and frequency regions divided according to
the state of an interference link experienced by the UE to a
BS. Therefore, system performance can be increased.

It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the art that that
the effects that could be achieved with the present invention
are not limited to what has been particularly described
hereinabove and other advantages of the present invention
will be more clearly understood from the following detailed
description taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention, illustrate
embodiments of the invention and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principle of the invention.



US 9,491,648 B2

5

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 illustrates a method for transmitting channel state
information at a User Equipment (UE), when a transmission
period and offset of the channel state information is 5 and 1,
respectively.

FIG. 2 illustrates resources along a frequency axis.

FIG. 3 illustrates a case where both a WideBand (WB)
Channel Quality Indication (CQI) and a SubBand (SB) CQI
are transmitted.

FIG. 4 illustrates a case where a Rank Indication (RI)
transmission period being a multiple of a WB CQI trans-
mission period is 1 and an RI transmission offset is —1.

FIG. 5 illustrates the configuration of an Evolved Uni-
versal Mobile Telecommunications System (E-UMTS) net-
work as an example of a mobile communication system.

FIG. 6 illustrates the structure of a radio frame in a 3rd
Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) Long Term Evolu-
tion (LTE) system as an example of a mobile communication
system.

FIG. 7 illustrates the structures of downlink and uplink
subframes in the 3GPP LTE system.

FIG. 8 illustrates a downlink time-frequency resource grid
structure according to the present invention.

FIG. 9 illustrates a plurality of resource regions defined in
time and a plurality of resource regions defined in frequency,
for measuring channel state information by a UE.

FIG. 10 illustrates a situation in which relays interfere
with a UE.

FIG. 11 illustrates a time-frequency area available to a UE
divided into two resource regions according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 illustrates division of a time-frequency area
available to a UE in different manners according to areas of
a cell.

FIG. 13 illustrates a case where a UE is affected by two
nodes.

FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating a signal flow for a method
for transmitting channel state information, when a Base
Station (BS) transmits resource partitioning information
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 15 illustrates a method for transmitting channel state
information by a UE according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 16 illustrates a method for using allocated feedback
resources by a UE an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 17 is a block diagram of a signal transmission and
reception apparatus according to the present invention.

BEST MODE

Reference will now be made in detail to the exemplary
embodiments of the present invention with reference to the
accompanying drawings. The detailed description, which
will be given below with reference to the accompanying
drawings, is intended to explain exemplary embodiments of
the present invention, rather than to show the only embodi-
ments that can be implemented according to the invention.
The following detailed description includes specific details
in order to provide a thorough understanding of the present
invention. However, it will be apparent to those skilled in the
art that the present invention may be practiced without such
specific details. For example, the following detailed descrip-
tion is given under the assumption that a mobile communi-
cation system is a 3rd Generation Partnership Project
(3GPP) Long Term Evolution (LTE) or Long Term Evolu-
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6

tion-Advanced (LTE-A) system. However, the description is
applicable to any other mobile communication system
except for specific features inherent to the 3GPP LTE and
LTE-A systems.

In some instances, known structures and devices are
omitted, or are shown in a block diagram form focusing on
important features of the structures and devices, so as not to
obscure the concept of the present invention. The same
reference numbers will be used throughout this specification
to refer to the same or like parts.

In the following description, a User Equipment (UE) is
assumed to refer to a mobile or fixed user end device such
as a Mobile Station (MS), an Advanced Mobile Station
(AMS), etc. and the term ‘Base Station (BS)’ is assumed to
refer to any node of a network end, such as a Node B, an
enhanced Node B (eNB or eNode B), an Access Point (AP),
etc., communicating with a UE. Relay is called as relay node
(RN), or relay station (RS), etc.

When it is said that a certain part “includes” some
element, this means that the certain part may include any
other element unless otherwise specified, rather than it does
not exclude any other element, across the specification. The
term “unit”, “er(or)” or “module” refers to a unit of per-
forming at least one function or operation, which can be
realized in hardware, software, or both.

In a mobile communication system, a UE may receive
information from a BS on a downlink and transmit infor-
mation to the BS on an uplink. The information that the UE
transmits or receives includes data and various types of
control information. There are many physical channels
according to the types and usages of information that the UE
transmits or receives.

FIG. 5 illustrates the configuration of an Evolved Uni-
versal Mobile Telecommunication System (E-UMTS) net-
work as an example of a mobile communication system.

E-UMTS is an evolution of the legacy Universal Mobile
Telecommunication System (UMTS). The 3GPP working
group is working on basic standardization of E-UMTS.
E-UMTS is also called LTE. Details of the technical speci-
fications of UMTS and E-UMTS can be referred to in
Release 7 and Release 8 of “3rd Generation Partnership
Project; Technical Specification Group Radio Access Net-
work”, respectively.

Referring to FIG. 5, the E-UMTS system includes a UE
120, eNode Bs 110a and 1105, and an Access Gateway (AG)
at an end of an E-UMTS Terrestrial Radio Access Network
(E-UTAN), connected to an external network. An eNode B
may simultaneously transmit multiple data streams to pro-
vide a broadcast service, a multicast service, and/or a unicast
service.

One eNode B covers one or more cells. A cell provides
UEs with downlink or uplink transmission services in an
allocated bandwidth of 1.25, 2.5, 5, 10, 15 or 20 MHz.
Different cells may operate in different bandwidths. An
eNode B controls data transmission and reception of a
plurality of UEs. The eNode B transmits downlink sched-
uling information for downlink data to a UE, thus notifying
a time-frequency area, a coding scheme, a data size, and
Hybrid Automatic Repeat reQuest (HARQ) information of
the downlink data. Also, the eNode B transmits information
about a time-frequency area, a coding scheme, a data size,
and HARQ information for uplink data transmission of the
UE by uplink scheduling information. An interface for
transmitting user traffic or control traffic may be established
between eNode Bs. A Core Network (CN) may include an
AG and a network node for user registration of UEs. The AG
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manages the mobility of UEs on a Tracking Area (TA) basis.
A TA includes a plurality of cells.

FIG. 6 illustrates the structure of a radio frame in a 3rd
Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) Long Term Evolu-
tion (LTE) system as an example of a mobile communication
system.

Referring to FIG. 6, a radio frame includes 10 subframes.
A subframe includes two slots in time domain. A time for
transmitting one subframe is defined as a transmission time
interval (TTI). For example, one subframe may have a
length of 1 millisecond (ms), and one slot may have a length
of 0.5 ms. One slot includes a plurality of orthogonal
frequency division multiplexing (OFDM) symbols in time
domain. Since the 3GPP LTE uses the OFDMA in the
downlink, the OFDM symbol is for representing one symbol
period. The OFDM symbol may also be referred to as an
SC-FDMA symbol or a symbol period. A resource block
(RB) is a resource allocation unit, and includes a plurality of
contiguous subcarriers in one slot. The structure of the radio
frame is shown for exemplary purposes only. Thus, the
number of subframes included in the radio frame or the
number of slots included in the subframe or the number of
OFDM symbols included in the slot may be modified in
various manners.

FIG. 7 illustrates the structures of downlink and uplink
subframes in the 3GPP LTE system.

Referring to the FIG. 7(a), a maximum of three OFDM
symbols located in a front portion of a 1st slot within a
subframe correspond to a control region to be assigned with
a control channel. The remaining OFDM symbols corre-
spond to a data region to be assigned with a physical
downlink shared chancel (PDSCH). Examples of downlink
control channels used in the 3GPP LTE includes a physical
control format indicator channel (PCFICH), a physical
downlink control channel (PDCCH), a physical hybrid ARQ
indicator channel (PHICH), etc. The PCFICH is transmitted
at a first OFDM symbol of a subframe and carries informa-
tion regarding the number of OFDM symbols used for
transmission of control channels within the subframe. The
PHICH is a response of uplink transmission and carries an
HARQ  acknowledgment (ACK)/not-acknowledgment
(NACK) signal. Control information transmitted through the
PDCCH is referred to as downlink control information
(DCI). The DCI includes uplink or downlink scheduling
information or includes an uplink transmit (Tx) power
control command for arbitrary UE groups.

Now, a PDCCH that is a downlink physical channel will
be described.

The PDCCH can carry a PDSCH’s resource assignment
and transport format (referred to as a downlink grant),
PUSCH’s resource assignment information (referred to as an
uplink grant), a transmit power control command for indi-
vidual UEs within any UE group, activation of a voice over
Internet (VoIP), etc. A plurality of PDCCHs can be trans-
mitted in a control region, and the UE can monitor the
plurality of PDCCHs. The PDCCH consists of an aggrega-
tion of one or several consecutive control channel elements
(CCEs). The PDCCH consisting of the aggregation of one or
several consecutive CCEs can be transmitted on a control
region after being processed with subblock interleaving. The
CCE is a logical assignment unit used to provide the
PDCCH with a coding rate depending on a wireless channel
condition. The CCE corresponds to a plurality of resource
element groups. According to an association relation
between the number of CCEs and a coding rate provided by
the CCEs, a format of the PDCCH and the number of bits of
an available PDCCH are determined.
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Control information transmitted over the PDCCH is
referred to as downlink control information (DCI). The
following table shows the DCI according to a DCI format.

TABLE 2

DCI Format Description

DCI format 0
DCI format 1
DCI format 1A

used for the scheduling of PUSCH

used for the scheduling of one PDSCH codeword
used for the compact scheduling of one PDSCH
codeword and random access procedure initiated
by a PDCCH order

used for the compact scheduling of one PDSCH
codeword with precoding information

used for very compact scheduling of one PDSCH
codeword

used for the compact scheduling of one PDSCH
codeword with precoding and power offset
information

used for scheduling PDSCH to UEs configured in
closed-loop spatial multiplexing mode

used for scheduling PDSCH to UEs configured in
open-loop spatial multiplexing mode

used for the transmission of TPC commands for
PUCCH and PUSCH with 2-bit power adjustments
used for the transmission of TPC commands for
PUCCH and PUSCH with single bit power adjustments

DCI format 1B

DCI format 1C

DCI format 1D

DCI format 2

DCI format 2A

DCI format 3

DCI format 3A

A DCI format 0 indicates uplink resource assignment
information. DCI formats 1 to 2 indicate downlink resource
assignment information. DCI formats 3 and 3A indicate an
uplink transmit power control (TPC) command for any UE
groups.

The following table shows information elements included
in the DCI format O that is uplink resource assignment
information (or an uplink grant). Section 5.3.3.1 of the 3GPP
TS 36.212 V8.3.0 (2008 May) “Technical Specification
Group Radio Access Network; Evolved Universal Terrestrial
Radio Access (E-UTRA); Multiplexing and channel coding
(Release 8)” may be incorporated herein by reference.

Referring to the FIG. 7(b), an uplink subframe can be
divided in a frequency domain into a control region and a
data region. The control region is allocated with a physical
uplink control channel (PUCCH) for carrying uplink control
information. The data region is allocated with a physical
uplink shared channel (PUSCH) for carrying user data. To
maintain a single carrier property, one UE does not simul-
taneously transmit the PUCCH and the PUSCH. The
PUCCH for one UE is allocated to an RB pair in a subframe.
RBs belonging to the RB pair occupy different subcarriers in
respective two slots. This is called that the RB pair allocated
to the PUCCH is frequency-hopped in a slot boundary.

FIG. 8 illustrates a downlink time-frequency resource grid
structure according to the present invention.

Referring to the FIG. 8, The transmitted signal in each slot
is described by a resource grid of N, xN 7 subcarriers
and NsymeL OFDM symbols. Here, N.;”" represents for
the number of resource blocks (RBs) for downlink, No.*%
represents for the number of subcarriers constituting a RB,
and N, 2k represents for the number of OFDM symbols in
a downlink slot. The quantity Nz~ depends on the down-
link transmission bandwidth configured in the cell and shall
fulfill N, ;""Pr<N,, Pr<N, Pl where N, and
Nz %, though not limited to these values, are the
smallest and largest downlink bandwidth, respectively.
Here, N,,,""?F is the minimum downlink bandwidth and
Nz *% the maximum downlink bandwidth supported by
the wireless communication system. The number of OFDM
symbols in a slot depends on the cyclic prefix (CP) length
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and subcarrier spacing. In case of multi-antenna transmis-
sion, there may be one resource grid defined per antenna
port.

Each element in the resource grid for antenna port p is
called a resource element and is uniquely identified by the
index pair (k,1) in a slot where k=0, . . . , N ;”*Ng*®-1 and
=0, ..., NsymeL—l are the indices in the frequency and
time domains, respectively.

Resource blocks shown in FIG. 8 are used to describe the
mapping of certain physical channels to resource elements.
RB is classified into physical resource block (PRB) and
virtual resource block (VRB).

A physical resource block is defined as N, 2L consecu-
tive OFDM symbols in the time domain and Ng*? con-
secutive subcarriers in the frequency domain, where
N,,.,"" and N % may be given by Table 3. A physical
resource block thus consists of NsymeLxNSCRB resource
elements, corresponding to one slot in the time domain and
180 kHz in the frequency domain, though not limited to
these values.

TABLE 3
Configuration N FE Nom L
Normal Af =15 kHz 12 7
cyclic prefix
Extended Af =15 kHz 6
cyclic prefix Af =75 kHz 24 3

Physical resource blocks are numbered from O to
N,s"F-1 in the frequency domain. The relation between the
physical resource block number in the frequency domain
and resource elements (k1) in a slot is given by

k
npre = {N—S,EBJ

A VRB can have the same size as that of the PRB. There
are two types of VRBs defined, the first one being a localized
type and the second one being a distributed type. For each
VRB type, a pair of VRBs have a single VRB index in
common (may hereinafter be referred to as a ‘VRB number’)
and are allocated over two slots of one subframe. In other
words, N;”* VRBs belonging to a first one of two slots
constituting one subframe are each assigned any one index
of 0 to Npz7*~1, and N,;”* VRBs belonging to a second
one of the two slots are likewise each assigned any one index
of 0 to N;F-1.

With the introduction of a function of relaying a signal on
a link between a BS and a UE to a relay, two links having
different attributes apply to each of downlink and uplink
carrier frequency bands in an LTE-A system. A link between
the BS and the relay is defined as a backhaul link. A
backhaul link through which a signal is transmitted using
downlink resources in Frequency Division Duplex (FDD) or
Time Division Duplex (TDD) is called a backhaul downlink,
whereas a link through which a signal is transmitted using
uplink resources in FDD or TDD is called a backhaul uplink.

Methods for transmitting and receiving channel state
information according to exemplary embodiments of the
present invention will be described below.

According to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, a resource region (a time-frequency area) avail-
able to a UE may be divided into a plurality of resource
regions (resource partitions) according to the state of an
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interfering link that the UE experiences, and the UE may
generate and transmit channel state information about each
of the resource regions to a BS. Resource partitioning
information indicating how the time-frequency area avail-
able to the UE is divided may be signaled to the UE by the
BS or may be known to both the UE and the BS in advance.

FIG. 9 illustrates a plurality of resource regions divided in
time and a plurality of resource regions divided in frequency,
for measuring channel state information by a UE.

Referring to FIG. 9, the UE may generate channel state
information about each of a plurality of resource regions that
have been defined according to the state of an interfering
link experienced by the UE. The UE may generate channel
state information about a slashed part and channel state
information about a blank part and transmit the channel state
information to the BS in FIG. 9. While a plurality of
resource regions for measuring channel state information are
defined in time and in frequency in FIG. 9, a predetermined
number of resource regions for measuring channel state
information by the UE may be defined in a time-frequency
area according to the state of an interfering link experienced
by the UE. The interfering link is a path in which the UE is
interfered by a neighbor BS, a neighbor femtocell, or a
neighbor relay.

A method for measuring channel state information at a UE
will be described below, taking an example of a case where
the UE is interfered by a relay.

Relays have been introduced in order to expand coverage
and increase throughput. However, a relay within the cov-
erage of a conventional BS may cause additional interfer-
ence. Especially the relay significantly interferes with a UE
which is located near to the coverage of the relay but which
is not serviced by the relay. The configuration and state of
the interfering link that the UE experiences vary depending
on whether the neighbor relay transmits a downlink signal or
not.

There are two types of relays, half-duplex relays and
full-duplex relays. A half-duplex relay cannot perform trans-
mission and reception simultaneously in the same frequency
band, whereas a full-duplex relay can perform transmission
and reception simultaneously in the same frequency band.
The full-duplex relay may not be preferable in terms of cost
because it causes self-interference. Therefore, it is preferred
that in order to receive a downlink signal from a BS in a
subframe, a relay discontinues transmission in the subframe.
The transmission discontinuation may mean that the relay
blanks the subframe. The relay may transmit no signal by
blanking the entire subframe, or the relay may transmit a
downlink control signal to UEs connected to the relay in a
certain starting part of the subframe and blanks the remain-
ing ending part of the subframe. The relay receives a
downlink signal from the BS in the blank part. In an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention, a system
with half-duplex relays is described.

In the case of a half-duplex relay, the configuration and
state of an interfering link experienced by a UE near to the
coverage of the relay vary depending on whether the relay
transmits a downlink signal. Accordingly, a time-frequency
area used for the UE is divided into a plurality of resource
regions according to a change in the interfering link and the
UE generates channel state information about each of the
resource regions.

FIG. 10 illustrates a situation in which relays interfere
with a UE.

FIG. 10(a) illustrates a case where two neighbor relays,
Relay 2 and Relay 3 transmit downlink signals to UE 1, UE
2 and UE 3, FIG. 10(b) illustrates a case where the two
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neighbor relays Relay 2 and Relay 3 receive downlink
signals from a first eNB, eNB 1, FIG. 10(c) illustrates a case
where Relay 2 transmits a downlink signal and Relay 3
receives a downlink signal from eNB 1, and FIG. 10(d)
illustrates a case where Relay 3 transmits a downlink signal
and Relay 2 receives a downlink signal from eNB 1.

Referring to FIG. 10(a), the neighbor relays, that is, Relay
2 and Relay 3 interfere with UE 1 most, when they transmit
downlink signals to UEs that they serve. Referring to FIG.
10(b), when Relay 2 and Relay 3 receive downlink signals
from eNB 1, they interfere with UE 1 least because the
downlink signals received from eNB 1 at Relay 2, Relay 3
and UE 1 are multiplexed.

As illustrated in FIGS. 10(a) and 10(b), when Relay 2 and
Relay 3 transmit downlink signals to the UEs that they serve
and at the same time, UE 1 receive a downlink signal from
eNB 1, a time-frequency area available to UE 1 may be
divided into two resource regions.

Specifically, the time-frequency area available to UE 1
may be divided into a subframe carrying downlink signals
from Relay 2 and Relay 3 to UEs that they serve and a
subframe carrying a downlink signal from eNB 1 to Relay
2 and Relay 3.

Referring to FIGS. 10(c) and 10(d), if Relay 2 and Relay
3 receive downlink signals from eNB 1 at different points of
time, the time-frequency area of UE 1 may be divided into
two or more resource regions according to the time points
when Relay 2 and Relay 3 receive downlink signals from
eNB 1.

FIG. 11 illustrates a case where a time-frequency area
used by a UE is divided into two resource regions according
to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

In the case where relays adjacent to the UEs simultane-
ously transmit downlink signals to UEs that they serve and
the UE simultaneously receives a downlink signal from an
eNB as illustrated in FIGS. 10(a) and 10(b), the time-
frequency area used by the UE may be divided into two
resource regions, as illustrated in FIG. 11.

In the LTE-A system under discussion, it is regulated that
particular subframes should not be used for signal transmis-
sion from a BS to a relay, that is, for backhaul transmission.
For example, a BS is not supposed to perform backhaul
transmission to a relay in subframes with indexes 0, 4, 5 and
9 in an FDD system and in subframes with indexes 0, 1, 5
and 6 in a TDD system.

The relay transmits a downlink signal to UEs that it serves
in subframes that the eNB does not use for backhaul
transmission (i.e. slashed subframes in FIG. 11). Hence, a
UE that is located near to the relay but not serviced by the
relay is interfered significantly in the non-backhaul sub-
frames.

Accordingly, the time-frequency area of the UE may be
divided into subframes 0, 4, 5 and 9 and subframes 1, 2, 3,
6, 7 and 8 in the FDD system. The UE generates channel
state information about subframes 0, 4, 5 and 9 and channel
state information about subframes 1, 2, 3, 6, 7 and 8 and
transmits the channel state information to the BS.

Since the channel state of subframes 1, 2, 3, 6, 7 and 8 will
be better than the channel state of subframes 0, 4, 5 and 9,
if channel state information is generated across the entire
subframes, subframes 0 to 9 and transmitted to the BS as in
the conventional technology, system performance is
degraded. In contrast, if channel state information is sepa-
rately generated for subframes 1, 2, 3, 6, 7 and 8 and for
subframes 0, 4, 5 and 9 and transmitted according to the
exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the BS may
transmit data at a higher MCS level in subframes 1, 2, 3, 6,
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7 and 8. The UE may transmit an average channel state value
of' 1,2, 3, 6,7 and 8 and an average channel state value of
0, 4, 5 and 9 to the BS. Or the UE may generate channel state
information about each resource region (i.e. the slashed
region and the blank region in FIG. 11) on a subframe basis
and transmit the channel state information of each subframe
to the BS.

The same resource partitioning criterion may apply to all
UEs within a cell or different resource partitioning criteria
may apply to different UEs in the cell.

FIG. 12 illustrates division of a time-frequency area used
by a UE in different manners according to areas of a cell.

If a cell is divided into a plurality of areas and a relay has
a different backhaul transmission time on an area basis, a
time-frequency area used by a UE may be divided based on
different criteria according to the areas of the cell.

While it is described that a relay interferes with a UE in
the exemplary embodiment of the present invention, this is
a mere exemplary application and does not limit the present
invention. The present invention is applicable to every case
in which the configuration and state of an interfering link
experienced by a UE changes in time and frequency in view
of femtocells or coordinated communication.

FIG. 13 illustrates a case where a UE is affected by two
nodes.

Referring to FIG. 13, if the state of an interfering link
experienced by the UE changes in time and frequency due
to the influence of two nodes, the UE may divide its
time-frequency area into a plurality of resource areas and
transmit channel state information about each resource
region to a BS.

Herein, the UE may transmit all or some of the channel
state information about the plurality of resource regions to
the BS.

In the case where all of the channel state information
about the plurality of resource regions, the UE transmits the
channel state information about each resource region to the
BS at a time point set by the BS. For example, if the BS
signals a CQI transmission period of 5 and a CQI transmis-
sion offset of 0 to the UE, the UE transmits the channel state
information about the resource regions in subframes 0 and 5,
respectively.

The UE may set the channel information about one of the
plurality of resource regions as a representative value and
transmits the channel state information about the other
resource regions in the form of differences from the repre-
sentative value.

Also, the UE may selectively transmit the channel state
information about some of the plurality of resource regions.
The eNB may notify the UE of an intended resource area
about which channel state information is to be reported, or
the UE may selectively transmit the channel state informa-
tion about a resource region in which the UE intends to be
serviced or the channel state information about a service
available region to the BS.

Resource partitioning information indicating how the
time-frequency area of the UE is divided may be signaled to
the UE by the BS or may be known to both the UE and the
BS in advanced.

With reference to FIG. 14, a description will be made of
a method for transmitting channel state information in the
case where a BS signals resource partitioning information to
a UE according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating a signal flow for a method
for transmitting channel state information, when a BS trans-
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mits resource partitioning information a UE according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 14, the UE measures channel states
between the UE and a serving BS and between the UE and
neighbor nodes and transmits channel state information (e.g.
RSRPs) to the BS (S1410). Then the BS identifies neighbor
nodes interfering with the UE, based on the received channel
state information and generates resource partitioning infor-
mation by determining a subframe carrying a downlink
signal from the interfering neighbor nodes (S1420).

The BS transmits the resource partitioning information to
the UE (S1430). The resource partitioning information may
take various forms according to system implementation. For
example, a plurality of resource partitioning patterns are
preset and the BS notifies the UE of a resource partitioning
pattern selected from among the resource partitioning pat-
terns. In another example, the resource partitioning infor-
mation may be a bitmap indicating units obtained by divid-
ing a time-frequency area, for example, subframes or RBs.

The UE generates channel state information about a
plurality of respective resource regions according to
resource partitioning information (S1440) and transmits the
channel state information to the BS (51450).

In the above description, a BS divides a time and fre-
quency area over which the configuration and state of an
interfering link experienced by a UE changes. That is, this
scheme is applicable when a BS of a macro cell can
determine a particular time-frequency area in which a micro
cell such as a relay cell or femtocell adjacent to a UE causes
interference to the UE.

Now a description will be made of a method for dividing
atime-frequency area into a plurality of resource regions, for
generating different types of feedbacks, generating resource
partitioning information about the resource regions, and
transmitting the resource partitioning information to a BS by
a UE. The UE-initiated resource partitioning method is
applicable even when a macro cell does not have knowledge
of resources used for downlink transmission by a micro cell
interfering with a UE.

FIG. 15 illustrates a method for transmitting channel state
information at a UE according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.

In a method for dividing a resource region in which the
configuration and state of an interfering link changes by a
UE, the UE may measure the magnitude of interference on
a subframe basis or on an RB basis and divide a resource
region according to a change in the interference magnitude.
The change of interference magnitude caused by a channel
change may not be clearly distinguished from the change of
interference magnitude caused by a change in the configu-
ration and state of the interfering link. However, two types
of areas for feedback generation may be defined according
to a rapid change in interference magnitude, exceeding a
predetermined threshold, for example.

According to another method for dividing a resource
region in which the configuration and state of an interfering
link is changed by a UE, the UE may receive control
information directly from a neighbor micro cell. FIG. 15 will
be described on the assumption that Node 1 covers a
neighbor micro cell (e.g. a femtocell or relay) and Node 2
covers a macro cell on the part of UE 2.

The micro cell may broadcast control information or may
transmit the control information on a predetermined physical
channel. In the former case, the micro cell may transmit the
control information semi-statically, for example, in the form
of system information so that even a UE (i.e. UE 2) that is
not serviced by the micro cell may receive the control
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information. In the latter case, feedback information may be
generated dynamically, compared to the case of broadcast-
ing the control information.

In an example of transmitting control information on a
physical channel, UE 2 may decode a PDCCH masked by a
predetermined Radio Network Temporary Identifier (RNTI)
and acquire resource allocation information from the
decoded PDCCH. Or UE 2 may decode a PDCCH masked
by a predetermined RNTI and acquire information from a
scheduled PDSCH indicated by the decoded PDCCH. The
predetermined RNTI may be a broadcasting RNTI for
coordination between cells. When needed, the micro cell or
the macro cell may notify UEs of an RNTI that will serve
this purpose.

The control information transmitted by the micro cell may
include resource allocation information for downlink trans-
mission and additionally, PMI information related to allo-
cated resources. If control information received by UE 2
includes only the resource allocation information of the
micro cell, UE 2 may separate feedback generation areas
according to resources used and resources not used for
downlink transmission by the micro cell. On the other hand,
if the control information received by UE 2 includes the
resource allocation information and PMI of the micro cell,
UE 2 may determine a PMI on its own and generate different
types of feedbacks for resource regions divided based on the
determined PMI and resources used and resources not used
by the micro cell, so as to minimize interference caused by
the micro cell’s use of the PMI included in the control
information.

As described above, UE 2 divides a resource region over
which the configuration and state of an interfering link
changes into a plurality of resource regions, generates
resource partitioning information about the resource regions,
generates feedbacks for the respective resource regions, and
transmits the feedbacks to the BS. To enable the BS to
identify the feedbacks for the respective resource regions,
UE 2 may transmit the resource partitioning information and
the feedbacks simultaneously or separately to the BS. Addi-
tional requirements for performing the above operations,
that is, a method for transmitting different feedbacks gen-
erated for respective resource regions distinguishably to a
BS, the period of transmitting resource partitioning infor-
mation from a UE to the BS, and the form of the resource
partitioning information have been described before.

When the UE divides a time-frequency area into two or
more resource regions for which it is to estimate channel
state information, the UE preferably reports the channel state
information about the different resource regions in different
amounts of resources. For example, if the UE experiences
weak neighbor cell interference in resource region 1 and
strong neighbor cell interference in resource region 2, it is
preferred that the UE receives a more effective service in
resource region 1 and resource region 2 is used for an
exceptional case such as when the UE has too much traffic
or when any other user does not exist in the cell. In this case,
because resource region 1 having weak neighbor cell inter-
ference is used frequently, the channel state of resource
region 1 is reported using a large amount of resources to
increase the accuracy of the channel state report. On the
other hand, the channel state of resource region 2 experi-
encing strong neighbor cell interference is reported using a
small amount of resources. In this manner, channel state
information can be efficiently reported using limited
resources.

In accordance with the present invention, different
amounts of resources are used for reporting channel state
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information about different resource regions, as described
above. For the convenience' sake of description, it is
assumed that a resource region is divided into a primary
resource region having weak neighbor cell interference and
a secondary resource region having strong neighbor cell
interference. For example, when a UE is near to a wireless
relay, a subframe in which the neighbor wireless relay
discontinues its transmission to receive a backhaul signal
from a BS may be a primary resource region and a subframe
in which the neighbor wireless relay transmits its signal may
be a secondary resource region, which should not be con-
strued as limiting the present invention. More resource
regions may be defined in the same manner.

Methods for reporting the respective channel states of
primary and secondary resource regions to a BS by a UE will
be described.

The UE may express channel state information about the
primary resource region as an absolute CQI and channel
state information about the secondary resource region as a
difference (ACQI) from the absolute CQI and report the
channel state information to the BS.

In general, the difference ACQI may be expressed in
fewer bits. Because the secondary resource region experi-
ences strong inter-cell interference, the difference ACQI
from the absolute CQI representing the channel state of the
primary resource region may be less than or equal to 0. The
difference ACQI may have some special values. For
example, ACQI=0 which implies that there is no valid
difference between the channel states of the primary and
secondary and ACQI=-co which implies that a valid signal
transmission is impossible in the secondary resource region
due to too wide an interference difference between the
primary and secondary resource regions. The two CQIs of
the primary and secondary resource regions may be multi-
plexed at different bit positions on a single physical report
channel (e.g. PUCCH).

The UE may express the channel state information about
the primary resource region as a densely quantized CQI
value and the channel state information about the secondary
resource region as a loosely quantized CQI value. For
example, a one-bit variation of the CQI value of the primary
resource region may indicate a larger variation in Signal-
to-Interference plus Noise Ratio (SINR) or MCS level than
a one-bit variation of the CQI value of the secondary
resource region.

With regards to transmission periods of the channel state
information about the primary and secondary resource
regions, the UE may report the channel state of the primary
resource region to the BS periodically and the channel state
of'the secondary resource region to the BS aperiodically. For
instance, the UE may report the channel state of the primary
resource region at short intervals (e.g. every 10 ms) by a
periodic PUCCH feedback, whereas it may report the chan-
nel state of the secondary resource region by an aperiodic
PUSCH feedback, when necessary (for example, when the
BS needs to schedule the UE in the secondary resource
region).

If the periodic PUCCH feedback for the primary resource
region occurs simultaneously with the aperiodic PUSCH
feedback for the secondary resource region, the UE may
transmit the two feedbacks by multiplexing them, or may
report only the channel state of one resource region. If the
UE transmits only one feedback, the feedback may be an
aperiodic PUSCH feedback. The BS may notify the UE of
the priority levels of channel state feedbacks by higher-layer
signaling.
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Now a description will be made of methods for using
allocated feedback resources at a UE. FIG. 16 illustrates a
method for using allocated feedback resources at a UE
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

The UE reports the channel states of two resource regions
alternately in the same allocated feedback resources. The
channel state of one resource region with a higher priority
may be reported more frequently than the channel state of
the other resource region with a lower priority in the
feedback resources. For example, If periodic PUCCH feed-
back resources are allocated to the UE to allow the UE to
report a channel state every P subframes, the UE may report
the channel state of the secondary resource region once
every (N+1)xP subframes after reporting the channel state of
the primary resource region N times. In FIG. 16, N=3. The
BS may transmit to the UE information about how often the
UE is to report the channel states of the two resource regions
and information about the start time of the reporting by
higher-layer signaling.

In a method for utilizing different amounts of resources to
report the channel states of different resource regions
according to another exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, the UE has an independent channel state reporting
period for each resource region and if the UE is to report the
channel states of the different resource regions at the same
time, it may report only the channel state of one resource
region. On the contrary, the UE may report the channel states
of the other resource regions by multiplexing at one time,
without the channel state of the one resource region.

In the case where the UE is supposed to report only the
channel state of one resource region, the UE may report the
channel state of a resource region for which a longest
transmission period is set. If the reporting times of the
channel states of different resource regions coincide, the BS
may notify the UE of the reporting priority levels of the
channel states of the resource regions by higher-layer sig-
naling. For example, if periodic PUCCH feedback resources
are allocated to the UE and the channel state reporting
periods of the primary and second resource regions are 5 ms
and 20 ms, respectively, it occurs that the channel states of
the two resource regions should be reported at the same time
every 20 ms. If it is regulated that the UE should transmit a
report of the channel state of a resource region with a longest
reporting period, the UE may transmit only a channel state
report of the secondary resource region with the longer
reporting period in the periodic PUCCH feedback resources
to the BS.

On the other hand, when the UE does not transmit a
channel state report of one resource region, it may be
regulated that the UE excludes a report of the channel state
of a resource region with a shortest reporting period, or the
BS may notify the UE of the priority level of a resource
region for which a channel state report should be excluded
by higher-layer signaling.

Now a method for generating CQIs for resource regions
in different manners and transmitting the CQIs to a BS by a
UE will be described below.

Among parameters used for CQI generation at a UE,
different values of a parameter set by higher-layer signaling
are given to different resource regions and signaled to the
UE so that the UE may generate a CQI independently on a
resource region basis.

The BS determines a downlink transmit Energy Per
Resource Element (EPRE). The ratio of PDSCH EPRE to
cell-specific RS (Common RS (CRS)) EPRE among
PDSCH REs for each Orthogonal Frequency Division Mul-
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tiplexing (OFDM) symbol is denoted by either p, or pg
according to the index of the OFDM symbol. In addition, p
and pz are UE-specific. The UE generates CQls using p, and
pz set by the BS. p, is the ratio of PDSCH EPRE to
cell-specific RS EPRE in an OFDM symbol that does not
contain a CRS and pj is the ratio of PDSCH EPRE to
cell-specific RS EPRE in an OFDM symbol containing a
CRS. p, is determined by

P4=PatA e t10 log o [Equation 1]

for any modulation scheme, if the UE is configured with
transmission mode 2 (transmit diversity) with 4 cell-specific
antenna ports, or transmission mode 3 (transmit diversity if
the associated rank indicator (RI) is 1, otherwise large delay
CDD) with 4 cell-specific antenna ports and the associated
RI is equal to one.

Pa=P 4+ e, [dB]

for any modulation scheme and any number of layers, in
different modes from the modes of [Equation 1].

In [Equation 1] and [Equation 2], f, is a UE-specific
parameter transmitted to the UE from the BS by higher-layer
signaling, and is given by a parameter nomPDSCH-RS-
EPRE-Offset which is configured by higher-layer signaling.
Table 4 below illustrates OFDM symbol indexes within a
slot where the ratio of a PDSCH EPRE to a cell-specific RS
EPRE is denoted by p, or pg.

[Equation 2]

TABLE 4
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different offset values (or offsets) for different resource
regions. For example, the BS may divide the total system
resources into subframes with strong interference and sub-
frames with weak interference according to the magnitude of
neighbor cell interference and set a high offset for the
subframes with the weak interference, so that a UE generates
a higher CQI than might be achieved by channel estimation.
That is, the BS may additionally take into account the
number of a subframe for which a CQI is generated when
determining offset values for the UE.

In this manner, performance of the UE is improved by
correcting CQI and rank information set pessimistically
relative to interference that the UE actually experiences.

When the total system resources are divided in the fre-
quency domain according to coordination between BSs to
reduce inter-cell interference, the BS may set different offset
values for different RBs, subbands, or component carriers.
For this operation, the BS may define a new offset value for
each resource region and signal the new offset value to the
UE by higher-layer signaling. Thus the UE may generate
channel state information for frequency resource regions
using the offset values for the frequency resource regions
received from the BS by higher-layer signaling.

Embodiment 2 for Generating CQls

The BS may set different offset values (or offsets) for
different CQI reporting modes. For example, the BS may set

OFDM symbol indices within a slot where OFDM symbol indices within a slot where

the ratio of the corresponding PDSCH
EPRE to the cell-specific RS EPRE is

the ratio of the corresponding PDSCH
EPRE to the cell- specific RS EPBK is

Number of denoted by p, denoted by p.
antenna Normal cyclic Extended cyclic Normal cyclic Extended cyclic
ports prefix prefix prefix prefix
Oneortwo 1,2,3,5,6 1,2,4,5 0,4 0,3
Four 2,3,5,6 2,4,5 0,1,4 0,1,3

40

Referring to Table 4, for a normal Cyclic prefix (CP) and
four antenna ports, the ratio of PDSCH EPRE to cell-specific
RS EPRE in OFDM symbols with indexes 2, 3, 5 and 6 that
do not contain CRSs within a slot is p,, and the ratio of
PDSCH EPRE to cell-specific RS EPRE in OFDM symbols
with indexes 0, 1 and 4 containing CRSs is pg.

As described above, the BS may set different offsets for
resource regions by [Equation 1] or [Equation 2] and signals
the offsets to the UE. Then the UE may generate channel
state information (e.g. CQIs) for the resource regions using
the offsets. Now a description will be made of a method for
generating CQIs for resource regions using offsets set for the
resource regions. Herein an offset is a value required to
calculate p , by [Equation 1] or [Equation 2] during gener-
ating CQIs using by p, or pg. That is, the offset is given as
the parameter nomPDSCH-RS-EPRE-Offset which is con-
figured by higher-layer signaling of the BS. As stated before,
p_4 is the ratio of PDSCH EPRE to cell-specific RS EPRE in
an OFDM symbol that does not contain a CRS and py is the
ratio of PDSCH EPRE to cell-specific RS EPRE in an
OFDM symbol containing a CRS.

Embodiment 1 for Generating CQls
When total system resources are divided in the time

domain (or region) according to the magnitude of neighbor
cell interference or coordination between BSs, a BS may set
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different offset values for a periodic CQI reporting mode in
which the UE transmits a CQI on a PUCCH and for an
aperiodic CQI reporting mode in which the UE transmits a
CQI on a PUSCH.

If different offset values are set for a UE serviced by a
macro cell but interfered seriously by a micro cell such as a
neighbor relay or femtocell and a UE services by a micro
cell but interfered seriously by a macro cell in a specific
resource region, the UEs may generate CQIs more accu-
rately for resource regions and transmit the CQIs to the BS.

If a UE performs channel and interference measurement
independently on a resource region basis, that is, on a
resource partition basis, the UE may use different BS-set
offset values for resource regions in generating CQIs for the
resource regions. Even when the UE performs channel and
interference measurement without resource partitioning, as
done conventionally, it may use different BS-set offset
values for different resource regions, CQI reporting modes,
or CQI feedback resources in generating and reporting CQls.
The different BS-set offset values may apply to different
resource regions.

For example, when the BS signals two offset values (first
and second offset values) to the UE, the UE may apply the
first offset value to a CQI transmitted in a specific subframe
and the second offset value to a CQI transmitted in another
subframe. Or when the UE transmits different CQIs alter-
nately every predetermined period, the UE may apply the
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first offset value on the whole and when the predetermined
period comes, the UE may apply the second offset value.

In another example, the UE may apply the first offset
value in a periodic CQI reporting mode and the second offset
value in an aperiodic CQI reporting mode.

In a further example, first and second channel state
reporting periods may be given to two resource regions and
the first offset value may apply to a CQI reported in the first
channel reporting period, while the second offset value may
apply to a CQI reported in the second channel reporting
period. If the two CQIs are to be reported at the same time,
the offset values are applied according to the priority levels
of the CQIs, which may be signaled to the UE by the BS by
higher-layer signaling.

If CQIs are generated using two offset values as described
above, the UE may use one offset value for generating a CQI
for a specific resource region with strong inter-cell interfer-
ence and the other offset value for generating a CQI for the
other resource region with weak inter-cell interference.
Therefore, the BS may set the first and second offset values
with a predetermined or larger difference between them.
Also, the BS may set a specific offset value such that it is
interpreted that there is no valid signal transmission in a
resource region to which the UE applies the specific offset
value.

In the case where channel and interference measurement
is carried out without resource partitioning as described
above, the BS should define resource regions according to a
purpose such as coordination and set a plurality of offset
values for the resource regions for the UE, but the UE has
only to generate CQIs using the offset values signaled by
higher-layer signaling. Thus, the channel measurement and
CQI generation scheme as defined in 3GPP LTE Release 8
may still be used.

FIG. 17 is a block diagram of a signal transmission and
reception apparatus according to the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 17, a signal transmission and reception
apparatus 50 may be a UE or a BS. The signal transmission
and reception apparatus 50 includes a processor 51, a
memory 52, a Radio Frequency (RF) unit 53, a display unit
54, and a user interface unit 55.

The layers of radio interface protocols are realized in the
processor 51. The processor 51 provides a control plane and
auser plane. The function of each layer may be implemented
in the processor 51. The memory 52 is connected to the
processor 51, and stores an operating system, application
programs, and general files.

The display unit 54 displays various types of information.
The display unit 54 may be configured with a known
component such as a Liquid Crystal Display (LCD) or an
Organic Light Emitting Diode (OLED).

The user interface unit 55 may be implemented with a
known user interface such as a keypad, a touch screen, etc.

The RF unit 53 is connected to the processor 51, for
transmitting and receiving RF signals. The RF unit 53 may
be separately configured as a transmission module (not
shown) and a reception module (not shown). The processor
51 includes a channel state measurement module (not
shown) and a channel state information generation module
(not shown).

The layers of radio interface protocols between a UE and
a network may be classified into Layers 1, 2 and 3 (L1, [.2
and [.3) based on the three lowest layers of the Open System
Interconnection (OSI) model. A physical layer corresponds
to L1 and provides an information transmission service on
physical channels. An RRC layer corresponds to L3 and
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provides radio control resources between the UE and the
network. The UE and the network exchange RRC messages
through the RRC layer.

Exemplary embodiments described above are combina-
tions of elements and features of the present invention. The
elements or features may be considered selective unless
otherwise mentioned. Each element or feature may be prac-
ticed without being combined with other elements or fea-
tures. Further, an embodiment of the present invention may
be constructed by combining parts of the elements and/or
features. Operation orders described in embodiments of the
present invention may be rearranged. Some constructions of
any one embodiment may be included in another embodi-
ment and may be replaced with corresponding constructions
of another embodiment. It is obvious to those skilled in the
art that claims that are not explicitly cited in each other in the
appended claims may be presented in combination as an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention or included
as a new claim by a subsequent amendment after the
application is filed.

The exemplary embodiments of the present invention may
be achieved by various means, for example, hardware,
firmware, software, or a combination thereof. In a hardware
configuration, the methods according to the exemplary
embodiments of the present invention may be achieved by
one or more Application Specific Integrated Circuits
(ASICs), Digital Signal Processors (DSPs), Digital Signal
Processing Devices (DSPDs), Programmable Logic Devices
(PLDs), Field Programmable Gate Arrays (FPGAs), proces-
sors, controllers, microcontrollers, microprocessors, etc.

In a firmware or software configuration, the methods
according to the exemplary embodiments of the present
invention may be implemented in the form of a module, a
procedure, a function, etc. For example, software code may
be stored in a memory unit and executed by a processor. The
memory unit is located at the interior or exterior of the
processor and may transmit and receive data to and from the
processor via various known means.

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the present
invention may be carried out in other specific ways than
those set forth herein without departing from the spirit and
essential characteristics of the present invention. The above
embodiments are therefore to be construed in all aspects as
illustrative and not restrictive. The scope of the invention
should be determined by the appended claims and their legal
equivalents, not by the above description, and all changes
coming within the meaning and equivalency range of the
appended claims are intended to be embraced therein.

MODE FOR INVENTION

Various embodiments have been described in the best
mode for carrying out the invention.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

A method for transmitting and receiving channel state
information in a wireless communication system according
to the present invention are applicable to 3GPP LTE and
LTE-A systems, and other systems.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of transmitting channel state information
(CSI) reporting at a user equipment (UE) in a wireless
communication system, wherein when a first periodic CSI
reporting is configured for a primary component carrier, a
second periodic CSI reporting is configured for a secondary
component carrier and the first periodic CSI reporting for the
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primary component carrier overlaps with the second peri-
odic CSI reporting for the secondary component carrier in a
given time interval, the secondary component carrier having
a lower priority than the primary component carrier with
respect to CSI reports of different component carriers, the
method comprising:

transmitting the first periodic CSI reporting for the pri-

mary component carrier in the given time interval to an
eNode B (eNB); and

dropping the second periodic CSI reporting for the sec-

ondary component carrier in the given time interval.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the given time interval
is configured as a unit of a subframe.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein information related to
priorities of the primary component carrier and the second-
ary component carrier is received through a higher layer
signaling from the eNB.

4. A user equipment (UE) for transmitting channel state
information (CSI) reporting in a wireless communication
system, wherein when a first periodic CSI reporting is
configured for a primary component carrier, a second peri-
odic CSI reporting is configured for a secondary component
carrier and the first periodic CSI reporting for the primary
component carrier overlaps with the second periodic CSI

10

15

20

22

reporting for the secondary component carrier in a given
time interval, the secondary component carrier having a
lower priority than the primary component carrier with
respect to CSI reports of different component carriers, the
UE comprising:
a transmission module; and
a processor configured to:
cause the transmission module to transmit the first
periodic CSI reporting for the primary component
carrier in the given time interval to an eNode B
(eNB); and
drop the second periodic CSI reporting for the second-
ary component carrier in the given time interval.
5. The UE of claim 4, further comprising:
a reception module,
wherein the processor is further configured to cause the
reception module to receive information related to
priorities of the primary component carrier and the
secondary component carrier through a higher layer
signaling from the eNB.
6. The UE of claim 4, wherein the given time interval is
configured as a unit of a subframe.
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